
 
To whom it may concern,  
  
I've been farming professionally for almost a decade as a single female farmer, and grew up in an 
agricultural community and family. I've been operating heavy equipment my entire career and 
currently co-own and manage a 40 acre production farm, but I have worked on everything from a 
150 acre row crop farm to a 2 acre intensive farm-to-school program. I'm very familiar with a 
wide range of tractors and other heavy equipment and currently operate a leased 47HP 2015 
Hydrostatic Kubota and an owned 80HP 1975 Massey Ferguson. The Kubota I mainly use for 
tasks needing a bucket or a lighter tractor, the Ferguson for heavier draft-type work.  
  
I had the opportunity to operate one of Mr. Heckeroth's tractors, and wanted to share my 
impressions as a person who uses a tractor in their daily work.  
  
Draft ability with the Solectrac was astounding. Pulling a moldboard plow through heavy sod it 
outperformed my Kubota easily, and performed at least as well as my much heavier Ferguson, 
with better traction.  
  
Handling, without power steering, was excellent, even with heavy draft.  
  
Operation was excellent and streamlined. I picked up the controls immediately, they were clear 
and straightforward. The addition of a rolling PTO attachment is brilliant and made clearing the 
plow with heavy sod and litter effortless. The ability to fine-tune the angle at which an 
implement is held is much better than the Kubota and not in the same realm as the Ferguson.  
  
I found the tractor to be equivalent to, or an improvement upon, my existing tractors, and the 
orbital steering much better than the New Holland Boomer series I used to operate.  
  



The experience of operating the tractor was a revelation to me. I'm used to having the exhaust 
pipe of the Ferguson directly in my face, and the roar of the engine drowning out anything else. I 
would make the very strong argument that this tractor is a huge safety improvement not only for 
the environment, but for the operator, due to air quality and being able to hear. Our habit is to 
wear a particulate mask or handkerchief over our faces when spending a lot on time on the 
Ferguson, and at the end of the day it's black. That exhaust is going into the atmosphere and into 
our lungs.  
  
As for the noise issue, I've had an employee wreck a tractor because a shear pin broke with the 
PTO running and the operator could not hear the difference until the force of the PTO had 
completely destroyed the implement, the 3-point hitch, and a tire. Had the tire actually ruptured, 
that could have been a fatal rollover. With the Soletrac, I was able to pull a heavy moldboard 
plow while simultaneously having a conversation at fairly normal volume with nearby onlookers. 
In fact, while we were test driving the Soletrac, a neighbor started a weed whacker, and it was 
much louder!  
  
Our farm operates a farm stand and despite the fact that we have safety signs saying to never 
come within 50 feet of a tractor and to know that an operator cannot hear you and might not see 
you, my great fear is injuring someone due to not being able to hear them. I do not run the tractor 
during open hours for that reason, which is 6 lost working hours per week. Much of that anxiety 
would be eliminated by replacing my existing diesel tractors with a Soletrac. I would feel safe 
operating this tractor in the knowledge I would hear a mechanical issue immediately, and that a 
person could safely approach me even if I do not see them. 
  
Another volume concern is the fact that like many farms, we exist on the fringes of a developing 
tourism market. Our neighbors host regular weddings throughout the season, and currently ask us 
not to run tractors while they have ceremonies. Running a Soletrac instead would save me entire 
working days every season.  
  
The third volume concern is, like many of my peers, at the age of 30 I already have tinnitus and 
hearing damage. I know many other farmers, including my grandfather, who suffered major 
hearing loss due to engine noise throughout their careers.  
  
The 1975 Massey Ferguson I have on-site is top-heavy and dangerous on our sloping landscape. 
In fact, when I was a teenager a community member was killed rolling the exact same model on 
a nearby farm. It's exhaust is upright and directly in the operator's face, it lacks a bucket, and it's 
handling is cumbersome. The Soletrac outperforms it on every single level, with the added 
benefit of eliminating the need for expensive and dangerous diesel storage.  
  
Like most farmers, I cannot afford the Soletrac's price tag without some form of assistance. A 
buy-back program makes complete sense to me for the health of the environment, our health as 
farmers, and for peacefully integrating agriculture into a diversifying landscape.  
  



Feel free to reach out with any more questions,  
  
Gowan Batist 
Manager and co-owner of Fortunate Farm  


